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[mute mode on] 
 
(The words are mouthed by the pastor but not spoken.) 
 
Dear Baptized, 
 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The sermon text assigned for this day of Trinity 12 is the Gospel Reading which you heard read a 

few moments ago. Please listen to the Holy Gospel of St. Mark, the seventh chapter, verses 31-39 

once again under the theme of ... 
 
[mute mode off] 
 
... Ephphatha! That is, be opened. 
 
And again, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He came through the midst of the region of 

Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee. Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment 

in his speech, and they begged Him to put His hand on him. And He took him aside from the 

multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched his tongue. Then, looking up to 

heaven, He sighed, and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." Immediately his ears were 

opened and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly. Then He commanded 

them that they should tell no one; but the more He commanded them, the more widely they 

proclaimed it. And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, "He has done all things well. He 

makes both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." 
 
Thus far the Word of the Lord our God. 
 
Dear Baptized Children of God, 
 
You have a minute, faint sliver of a hint concerning one aspect of life that the deaf and mute man 

experienced - that of watching someone speaking and not being able to hear. The lamentable man 

lived in a world of silence and that is a horrible, awful, deadly place to live. This poor soul was 

unable to hear a horse whinny and unable to marvel at the dove's morning song. The deaf man never 

heard the tones and words of a chanted psalm, nor the thumping beat on a drum, nor his mother's 
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spoken words, "I love you and so does the Lord." He could not hear the voice of his father's prayer at 

the table or a child's cry in the night. Had he gone to the synagogue, he would have been only able to 

watch a man mouth the words. What was the meaning of these words that the man of God was 

reading and proclaiming? Was there a message for him ... for the deaf man? If the communication 

was meant for him, if there be an application to this man, if there was good news for this man, well 

as the saying goes, it fell on deaf ears. 
 
Dear friends, this man's situation was even more pitiable. The man had a speech impediment. He 

could not speak to his friends, not tell a physician what his symptoms were, not give counsel on a 

teenager's problem, not shout for joy at the birth of a baby girl, and not join in the great 

congregation's singing of "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel." With deaf ears 

and a muted tongue, this man in the vicinity of the Sea of Galilee lived on a silent planet. A great 

chasm separated him from the others in this world. Oh, there were those who cared for the deaf and 

mute man, but they could do not open his ears and loose his tongue. That is only something God 

could do. 
 
In relation to God, this is exactly how we are when we come into this world. From the moment of 

conception on, we are sinful by nature and an enemy of God. We are not able to hear His Word of 

Life on our own and no one is capable of uttering anything pleasing to the Lord God Almighty. The 

spiritually deaf do not hear God and not only are they incapable of doing so, they desire to plug their 

ears. The spiritually mute have nothing to say to God and thus they ignore Him and His Word. 
 
These two, spiritual deafness and spiritual dumbness, combine in an awful, ungodly duet of silence. 

The one who does not listen to the Invocation of baptismal grace is not able to sing the "Amen." The 

person who has no Confession of sin hears no forgiving Absolution from the Lord. The one who 

closes his ears to the Introit does not join the congregation in confessing the Nicene Creed. The child 

who rejects the hearing of the Word read by the called reader, does not sing the "Hallelujah" in 

anticipation of the Gospel. The woman whose ears are closed to the preaching of the Word also has a 

gagged prayer. There is no Benediction for the man who has never heard of the Agnus Dei ... of 

Jesus, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world. Such a man, such a woman, such an 

infant needs to hear the Word of God's promise ... to have ears opened and tongue loosed. That is 

only something God could do. 
 
Into this silent world comes Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God. Departing from the region of Tyre and 

Sidon, He came through the midst of the region of Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee. A man is brought 

to Him who is deaf and has a speech impediment. Jesus takes him aside. He put His fingers in his 

ears, and He spat and touched his tongue. Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, 

"Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." Immediately his ears were opened and the impediment of his 

tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly. This is only something God is could do. 
 
The first word that the man ever heard was the Word of Good News from Jesus. "Ephphatha, that is, 

be opened." This man experienced a whole new world because of the Word spoken by the Creator of 

the universe. He was now able to listen to the reading of the 23rd Psalm, to hear his dearest say "I 

love you," to listen to the rain, to hear the great "Shema" - "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God; the 

Lord is One" (Deuteronomy 6:4). In addition, the man's tongue was loosed and he was able to speak 

and chant and sing. What a joy to respond with a simple, yet heartfelt, "thank You" and to join in the 

singing and the confessing and the praising. What a day! 
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This morning Hailey's ears were opened in Holy Baptism as she heard her name along with the 

Name of the Lord as the water was applied according to the blessed command of Jesus. The 

Kingdom of God opened for her as the Lord God Almighty worked faith in her heart through this 

washing of water with the His Word. Indeed, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of 

God (Romans 10:17). She is now a son of God and if a son then an heir. In addition, Hailey's tongue 

was loosed by God so that "out of the mouth of babes and infants" (Psalm 8) God is praised. What a 

day! 
 
Why did Jesus do these things? That may seem like a silly question, but it really isn't and the answer 

is the same both for the man on whom Jesus performed a miracle and for Hailey in whom Jesus 

performed a greater miracle. The reason why God creates ears in the first place, why Jesus opened 

the man's ears, why He caused Hailey to hear the Word of Life this morning in Baptism and why the 

Lord has given you ears is the same. 
 
Before you hear the answer of why Jesus has created and opened ears, listen to what is not the 

answer. God did not give you or your children ears in order to hear words of ridicule ("You're stupid. 

I hate you."). He did not give you a mouth to speak these words and if they are ever uttered from 

your mouth then you are sinning and need to confess yours sins. He did not give you or your 

children ears to hear or mouths to speak false doctrine so that the ears are filled with lies. 
 
The reason why God has created and opened ears is to hear the Gospel ... the Good News that Jesus 

... true God begotten of His Father from eternity and true man born of the virgin Mary ... lived a 

perfect life in your place, endured the onslaught of Satan, suffered the wrath of God on account of all 

your sins, paid the price for every sin of ear, mouth, mind and deed when He was crucified. When 

Jesus declared from that cursed, barren tree upon which He was willingly pinned, "It is finished" 

(John 19:30), it is the same as saying to heaven, on our behalf, "‘Ephphatha!' That is, ‘Be opened.'" 

People hear this Gospel and the doors of heaven are opened. Ears who hear such Good News prompt 

mouths to respond, "Thanks be to God. ‘He has done all things well.'" 
 
"Let children hear the mighty deeds, 
    Which God performed of old, 
    Which in our younger years we saw, 
    And which our fathers told." 
 
"Our lips shall tell them to our sons, 
    And they again to theirs 
    That generations yet unborn, 
    May teach them to their heirs." 
        (TLH 629, stanzas 1 & 3) 
 
Ephphatha! What a wonderful word, ephphatha. The man's ears were not opened just for that day 

and then rendered deaf and mute for the rest of his life. Indeed not. Jesus opened the man's ears and 

loosed his tongue, intending them to be opened and remain in that condition so he could hear the 

Word and at the appropriate time of response, speak of this Good News. He wants the same in the 

spiritual application of the Word. He has wrought faith in Your heart through the hearing of His 

Word, bringing you and your children into His Church. The Lord intends for you to remain in His 

Presence from the first day that He opened your ears in receiving the Good News until the day you 

depart this life and be with Christ in Paradise. "He has done all things well. He makes both the deaf 
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to hear and the mute to speak." 
 
The reason why God has created and opened ears is to hear the Gospel ... the Good News that Jesus 

... true God begotten of His Father from eternity and true man born of the virgin Mary ... Who, 

though He was crucified, dead and buried, did not remain in the tomb, but rose again demonstrating 

the defeat of death, the devil and the grave. He proclaimed victory over hell and ascended into 

heaven. Because He lives, so also shall His people live with Him forever. Thus, according to His 

Promise, He will return on the last Day and the cemeteries, mausoleums, urns, burial plots, watery 

graves and earthen tombs will hear the Word of Jesus ... Ephphath! Then will we be re-united with 

our resurrected bodies and will be with the Holy God forever and ever. Amen. 


